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son, It was, therefore, necessary to confine the com-
petition to the students in a single Faculty, or to give it
up altogether. In view of the professional character,
of University studies, a criticism has, in fact, been
made upon the plan in the Report, which, if not just,
has in it at least elements of truth. Under the plea,
it is said, of liberal education the Commission is in
reality simply trying to make men half learn one pro-
fession before they take up another.1
That the plan proposed or any other system of
pure arbitrary selection will be adopted in Holland,
or will endure if adopted, does not seem likely; but
that some considerable change will be made in the
present system is altogether probable.
THE  PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
After all the talk in England about the importance
to the Eastern official of a vigorous physique, it is
surprising that one hears so little about it in Holland.
The medical inspection there takes place after the
Grand Examination,2 and it is needless to repeat that
it is an invidious thing to reject a man after he has
labored for three years and won the coveted prize at
the competition. Under such circumstances the phys-
ical standard is not likely to be very high, and that
this is the case in Holland would appear from the
fact stated by Chailley-Bert,3 that for the last twenty-
1  Indischc Gids, August, 1899, p. 902.
2  Ordinance of August 29, 1883, Art. 14.
8 CompU Rendu, op. cit^ p. 372.